ELA 20-1

Unit: Short Story 
Newspaper Article Assignment 
Due: April 15 2013 
Create a newspaper article that reports the discovery of Mr. Coates’ body and the arrest of his wife. The article must be written from a third person (objective) point of view (i.e. News Reporter). Ensure that you include plot and character details from the text for a detailed and well-supported article. 

Steps:
1) Create Headline elements (See News Article Handout provided)
· Masthead

· Headline

· By-line
2) Introduction
· Use an opening sentence that grabs readers’ attention. This can be in the form of a question, quote, or unexpected statement 

· State the Who, What, When Where, and Why
3) Body
· Provide relevant information and details from the story to support your report

· Retell the plot in detail (ex. Mr. Coates’ occupation, marriage, etc.)

· Create at least 2 quotes to support the details. The quotes can be from onlookers, witnesses, neighbors, friends, etc. 

· Ensure that all your information and facts from the story are accurate

· Explain Mrs. Coates’ role in the event and why she has been arrested

· Add 1 image and a caption underneath it

4) Conclusion

· Provide closure to the article by summarizing the event and its significance 

· Describe the direction of the investigation 

· End with a thought-invoking quote, question, or statement about the case

5) Language and Grammar

· Proofread your article before submission to ensure that you use a variety of effective words and phrases to draw pictures in readers’ minds

· Check spelling, grammar, and sentence structure 

ELA 20-1 Newspaper Article Assignment
Student Name: ____________________________
	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Word Choice
	Writer uses exciting words and phrases that draw pictures in the reader's mind, all the words are used correctly.
	Writer uses exciting words and phrases that draw pictures in the reader's mind, but occasionally the words are used incorrectly .
	Writer uses words that communicate clearly, but the writing lacks variety, punch or flair.
	Writer uses a limited vocabulary that does not communicate strongly or capture the reader's interest.

	Support for Topic (Content)
	Relevant, quality details give the reader important information that goes beyond the obvious or predictable.
	Supporting details and information are relevant, but one key issue or portion of the storyline is unsupported.
	Supporting details and information are relevant, but several important issues or portions of the storyline are unsupported.
	Supporting details and information are unclear or not related to the topic.

	Accuracy of Facts (Content)
	All facts are reported accurately.
	Almost all facts are reported accurately.
	Most facts are reported accurately.
	NO facts are reported OR most are inaccurately reported.

	Introduction (Organization)
	The introduction is inviting, states the main topic and tells who, what, when and where and why.
	The introduction clearly states the main topic and tells who, what, when, and where.
	The introduction states the main topic, but does not include all the facts.
	There is no clear introduction or it leaves out several of the facts.

	Sentence Structure (Sentence Fluency)
	All sentences are well-constructed with varied structure.
	Most sentences are well-constructed with varied structure.
	Most sentences are well-constructed but have a similar structure.
	Sentences lack structure and appear incomplete or rambling.

	Conclusion (Organization)
	The body is strong and leaves the reader with a feeling that they understand what happened.
	The body is recognizable and tells most of the details about the event.
	The body misses several of the important details about the event
	There is no clear body, the article just ends, leaving the reader feeling cheated.

	Headline
	The headline is dramatic, short and engaging
	The headline is interesting, but not extremely exciting
	The headline is too long, or boring
	The headline is missing


TOTAL: __________
