	Task Title
	Teacher 
	Ms. Abella

	
	Subject
	Grade 6 Science

	
	Topic/Focus
	Evidence and Investigation 


	Performance Task Overview
	Students will create a 3-minute video recognizing evidence of human and animal activity in a natural outdoor setting. 

	Materials
	Computers with webcams

Notebooks 

Pens


	

	


	Learner Outcomes
	Assessment Criteria

Students provide evidence of their learning as they…

	General Outcomes
	Specific Outcomes
	

	6–8: Apply observation and inference skills to recognize and interpret patterns and to distinguish a specific pattern from a group of similar patterns.

6–9: Apply knowledge of the properties and interactions of materials to the investigation and identification of a material sample.
	SLE 1: Recognize evidence of recent human activity, and recognize evidence of animal activity in a natural outdoor setting 

SLE 3: Recognize that evidence found at the scene of an activity may have unique characteristics that allow an investigator to make inferences about the participants and the nature of the activity, and give examples of how specific evidence may be used.
	· Recognize evidence (SLE 1)

· Make inferences (SLE 3)

· Give examples (SLE 3)


	Student Task Description


You are from the Planet Zork. Recently, it has gotten too cold on your planet to survive so everyone has decided to move to a chosen area on Earth. Apparently, this area is completely free of any human or animal activity. When you are sent to check the area, however, you discover this is not so. 

Your mission is to create a 3-minute video describing evidence you saw of recent human and animal activity. You must clearly describe which evidence is from humans or animals and give possible explanations for the nature of each activity. Make sure you describe at least one human and one animal evidence with appropriate inferences about each. Also, give examples of how specific evidence found at the scene may be used. 
This video will really help your planet decide if the chosen area is still a safe place to live in! 
	Assessment Criteria


	
    Level

Criteria
	4

Excellent
	3

Proficient
	2

Adequate
	1

Limited *
	Insufficient / Blank *

	Recognize evidence
 (SLE 1)
	Recognizes pertinent evidence in a natural outdoor setting 
	Recognizes meaningful evidence in a natural outdoor setting 
	Recognizes appropriate evidence in a natural outdoor setting
	Recognizes irrelevant evidence in a natural outdoor setting 
	No score is awarded because there is insufficient evidence of student performance based on the requirements of the assessment task.

	Make inferences (SLE 3)
	Provides a comprehensive explanation for evidence found at the scene and inferences about the participants 
	Provides a sufficient explanation for evidence found at the scene and inferences about the participants
	Provides a partial explanation for evidence found at the scene and inferences about the participants
	Provides an incomplete explanation for evidence found at the scene and inferences about the participants
	

	Give examples (SLE 3)
	Gives insightful examples of how specific evidence may be used
	Gives credible examples of how specific evidence may be used
	Gives rudimentary examples of how specific evidence may be used
	Gives unfocused examples of how specific evidence may be used 
	


*  When work is judged to be limited or insufficient, the teacher makes decisions about appropriate intervention to help the student improve.

Manipulate an outdoor area with the following items/actions:





- Candy wrappers		- Trailing shoeprints in one direction


- Trampled snow/soil  	- Dog prints   


- Fake bird nest   		- Pile of sticks    


 - Bottle cap		- Stick with dog bite marks 








Performance Assessment Template
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