
	Lesson Title/Focus
	Informal Debate 
	Date
	March 28 2013

	Subject/Grade Level
	ELA 10-2
	Time Duration
	11:03 – 12:09 AM

	Unit
	Fish House Secrets Novel Study 
	Teacher
	Ms. Abella 


	OUTCOMES FROM ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES 

	General Learning Outcomes:
	1: Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences.

	Specific Learning Outcomes:
	1.1.1b. assess the potential of understandings, interpretations and positions on ideas and issues

communicated by literature and other texts by connecting own and others’ explorations, and by

exploring additional aspects of these texts

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

	Students will:

1. Develop arguments on a given position about the ethics of lotteries on people who can least afford it 
2. Defend their arguments against an opposing team by expressing their own exploration and considering others’

3. Evaluate peers’ explorations and positions on the given proposition “Lotteries are nothing more than a tax on those who can least afford it” to form a rebuttal  

	ASSESSMENTS

	Observations:
	· Students’ developed arguments and how they are defending such positions in the debate (1-3)

	Key Questions:
	· Are lotteries nothing more than a tax on those who can least afford it? (1-3)

	Products/Performances:
	· Students’ developed arguments and how they are defending such positions in the debate (1-3)

	LEARNING RESOURCES CONSULTED
	MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT

	· Alberta English 10-2 Program of Studies

· Echoes 11 Teacher Resource Binder  

· See attached documents for lottery articles/magazines sources 

Movie Clip from Old School (With Will Ferrell) 

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_yYDzLUH1NE
	· Smartboard 

· Powerpoint 

· Echoes 11 textbooks 

	PROCEDURE

	Introduction
	Time

	Attention Grabber
	Define Debate: A formal discussion on a particular topic in a public meeting or legislative assembly, in which opposing arguments are put forward.
Example : Movie Clip from Old School (With Will Ferrell) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_yYDzLUH1NE
	11:03 AM

2 mins 

	Expectations for Learning and Behaviour
	We are going to engage in a formal debate about whether or not Jill should be helped by Chad. As mentioned last class, a debate is a formal discussion on a particular topic in a public meeting or legislative assembly, in which opposing arguments are put forward- Sometimes, such discussions can get heated. What are some things we can do as we debate to remain professional and not upset or offend anyone?
- Have students respond and write it down on the whiteboard as debate rules 
	3mins 

	Transition to Body
	I will now explain the procedure that we will follow for our debate so that we can go about it effectively to determine whether or not lotteries are nothing more than a tax on those who can least afford it.
	30 secs 

	Body
	Time

	Learning Activity #1
	 Discuss Debate Rules 

- Explain what a Proposition is: A plan or statement suggested for consideration and acceptance- A proposal  
- Present Proposition to students: Lotteries are nothing more than a tax on those who can least afford it 
- Distribute Handouts to students and have them write down the proposition at the top 

- Explain how there will be two pre-determined teams – The Affirmative and the Negative. Explain how the Affirmative agrees with the proposition, while the Negative disagrees with the proposition 

- Explain how both teams will be provided information about lotteries in the form of newspaper articles, magazines, blogs, statistics, and most importantly- the short story (Show and distribute)

- Explain how to use information to create individual arguments among team members

- Discuss how each member in the team will present an argument or a rebuttal using the information and the short story 

- Refer to procedure in “Holding an Informal Debate” Sheet 

- Split class up into pre-determined groups:

Affirmative 
Erin, Brandon, Cody, Brayden, Hayden, Ethan, Brooke, Jolene, Eileen, Bre-Ann, Alyssa, Becca, Kota

Negative
Devon, Bailey, Xander, Chris, Stephen, Libby, Tanesha, Abby, Jordyn, Sumaya, Kolbi, Nicole B 
*** Find a spare classroom if possible! 
	11:08 AM

10 mins

	Assessments/ Differentiation:
	N/A
	-

	Learning Activity #2
	Have students prepare their debate arguments with their teams 
 
	11:18 AM

43 mins

	Assessments/ Differentiation
	Walk around, assist, and clarify instructions 
	Ongoing 

	Closure
	Time

	Assessment of Learning:
	Ask students:
What are some successes and challenges with developing affirmative arguments?

What are some successes and challenges with developing negative arguments?
	12:01  PM

7 mins

	Feedback To Students
	Tell students to bring their reader’s workshops novels for next class after the debate
	30 secs

	Transition To Next Lesson
	After lunch, we will begin our class debate and then work on our reader’s workshops novels.
	30 secs


	Reflections from the lesson
	


Amazing Lottery Facts

- Sandra Williams, Wallet Pop Canada

Are people who live in Toronto luckier than people who live in Squamish?

We decided to get to the bottom of the great lottery debate and find out where Canada's luckiest people are located. The results may surprise you. In fact, the Canadian lottery system, for the most part, is very fair. And your odds at winning the lottery are, yes, equal to being struck by lightning - completely random. 

The brain doesn't understand the concept of random

According to Andrea Marantz, a spokeswoman for the Western Lottery Gaming Corporation, the majority of numbers that players choose are under 30. This is most likely because numbers are selected according to significant dates, like a birthday or anniversary. As a result, you'll have a higher chance of splitting your winnings with a larger number of people.

Sometimes it's better not to be #1
LOTTO 649, Canada's national lottery, will celebrate its 30th birthday on June 12th, and three years ago, in an odd occurrence, there were a series of winners who selected numbers in the 40s range. The outcome of this was thousands of first prizewinners who split the top prize because they selected number sequences. And those who came in second were disappointed because the third prize was much larger than the second prize. The verdict: No specific number will give you an edge.

Location, Population & Sales
According to the OLG, the largest number of winning lottery tickets come from Ontario. But this is not attributed to any kind of gaming bias; it's simply because of its larger population size and a that a greater amount of tickets are purchased in this region. That said, the latest Lotto MAX jackpot winner – and eighth Ontarian in a row to win -- is Toronto's Timothy Schell ($50 million winner). Incidentally, he only moved to the nation's largest city a couple of years ago from Lloydminster. Hmm. ...

Old Faithful
If you think that playing the same numbers over and over again will increase your odds – think again. If you play a particular set of numbers one week and then play them again a week or so later, your odds won't change. When the ball drops from the machine where it lands is entirely random; it doesn't care who you are or how many times you've used your 'lucky' numbers.

Choose your neighbours wisely
In Peers, Alberta the population may be home to only 120 inhabitants, but when it comes to lottery winners they sure can hold their own. In 2005, one resident of Peers won $8.2 million when they played LOTTO 649, and in 2007, their neighbour took home a cool $11 million also playing LOTTO 649.

Saskatchewan can represent
Some of Canada's largest jackpots have come from this province. Take, for example, the $40 million win in Paradise Hill, a village of 486 people, located northwest of Saskatoon, and in the village of Ile-a-la Crosse, population 1600, someone won $25 million. Who says Saskatchewan is nothing but flat?


Northern luck
The Northwest Territories has had its share of lottery winners, too.
This region has had LOTTO 649 winners, MAXMILLIONS winners and plenty of scratch & win prizewinners, including a $100,000 winner hailing from Nunavut.

What's in a name
In 2010, 18-year-old Taylor Witzke, thought she'd just work for a bit to save up for her post-secondary education, after she graduated from high school. Well, a random decision to buy a ticket for Manitoba's Set for Life on her birthday changed all that. She won the $1 million purse -- and it was the first time that she ever played the lottery. Ahh ... beginner's luck!

Oh, this old thing?
Ladies, have you ever switched purses and forgot an item in your other purse? What ever you do, don't throw it out before you've given it a thorough inspection. A woman in Western Canada decided to look through her old purse and by chance she found a forgotten $4 million ticket.

Grandma's got game

A Manitoba woman stopped by a store to purchase a Set for Life scratch & win ticket before she went to watch her grandson's hockey tournament. As a result, she went on to win $1 million. One year later, the same woman bought another scratch & win card before attending the same grandson's hockey tournament, and won another $1 million.
If you spent $10,000 a year on lottery tickets, statistically it would take 2,809 years to win!
- From: OMG-Facts.com
With odds like that, it’s amazing that anyone actually plays lottery games. It’s a testament to the power of hope that anyone ever believes enough to buy a single ticket! 

Most people don’t know anyone who has won more than a few dollars. In fact, playing the lottery involves more risk of death, than chance of winning. You are 16 times more likely to die in a car accident on the way to buy a ticket, than to win the lottery. What’s more, your odds for winning don’t go up unless you buy thousands. 

A few more facts: 

You are more likely to be struck by lightning 5,000 times, than win the lottery; 

You are 146 times more likely to die in a fireworks accident; 

You are 8000 times more likely to be murdered.

 With this in mind, it’s time to figure out what to spend your money on instead. Imagine, if instead of spending $20 a month on lottery tickets you put it into a mutual fund. 

If you did that from ages 25-65, you would have $93,626.41 in your account. Now that’s a lot of money, and it’s got a lot better chance of actually happening. 

Lottery Facts and Figures
From: www.lotterygroup.info/Blog/080315.htm

February 13, 2012 - Record Low Lotto Max Sales for $50 Million Jackpots
Sales for large jackpots are showing a slight decline. First for Lotto 649 sales as reported last month and now for Lotto Max sales. Sales for the $50 million Lotto Max jackpot on December 30 set a record low at $53.9 million. This was unusual since the previous jackpot was also $50 million and had 7% higher sales. But, on the other hand, the draw was held during the holiday season which normally has lower than average sales.
The low sales record was broken once again for the $50 million Lotto Max jackpot draw on January 27. This time there was no holiday season to blame. Sales were only $50.6 million showing for the first time since the launch of the game a lowering interest for the very large jackpots. This is a big departure from the $125 million sales for a $50 million jackpot shortly after the launch of the new game when large jackpots were still a novelty.
January 25, 2012 - Lotto 649 Record Low Jackpots
Lotto 649 sales continue to slowly decrease. Two record low jackpots were recently set. The January 18 draw had a jackpot of $19.5 million after 4 rolls. The previous record low jackpot after 4 rolls was $20.2 million. The January 21 draw had a jackpot of $24.9 million after 5 rolls. The previous record low jackpot after 5 rolls was $25.7 million. The Lotto Max jackpots during this perid were $30 million and $50 million.
July 13, 2011 - Lotto 649 Record Low Jackpots
Four consecutive low Lotto 649 jackpots were set starting with the June 29, 2011 draw. The four record low jackpots were $15 million, $20.2 million, $25.7 million and $32.3 million and set records for jackpots after 3 rolls, 4 rolls, 5 rolls and 6 rolls. The previous record lows jackpots were $15.3 million, $20.4 million, $26.5 million and $33.1 million.
June 8, 2011 - Consecutive jackpot wins
There have been a lot of jackpot wins lately. Seven consecutive Lotto 649 jackpots were won starting with the May 18 draw with a total of 10 winning tickets. Based on sales, only 3 winning jackpot tickets were expected in those seven draws. The record is 10 consecutive jackpots won starting with the May 19, 2007 draw.Two consecutive Lotto Max jackpots were won with a total of 3 winning tickets. Based on sales, the most likely occurrence was no winning tickets.
January 26, 2011 - Lotto 649 Record Low Sales
Sales of 5.4 million tickets for the January 26 Lotto 649 draw were 42% below average and set a new record low. The previous record low sales was set just one week prior.
January 22, 2011 - Lotto 649 Record Low Jackpot & Sales
Sales of 5.44 million tickets for the January 19 Lotto 649 draw were a new record low. The previous low sales record was $5.47 million. The $2.8 million jackpot also set a new record low. The previous record was $2.9 million. The $6.3 million Lotto 649 jackpot for the January 22 draw also set a new low for a jackpot after one roll. The previous record was $6.5 million. Lotto 649 continues its decline in popularity since the launch of Lotto Max. The low sales was affected by the current large Lotto Max jackpots and the lack of a Lotto 649 jackpot over $8 million since the bonus jackpot on November 27.
January 5, 2011 - Lotto 649 Record Low Jackpot
The $2.89 million Lotto 649 jackpot for the January 5 draw set a new record low starting jackpot. The previous record was $2.94 million. Near record low sales and low winning numbers both contributed to the record low jackpot.
Lotteries: What are the Odds?

From: CBC News
Big lottery jackpots mean somebody's going to win big. Sometimes.

Canada's biggest lottery jackpot — $54.3 million — was won by a group of 17 oil workers in Camrose, Alta., in October 2005.
Total ticket sales for that draw reached $99,474,164. Out of almost 50 million tickets sold for that Lotto 6/49 draw, one extraordinarily lucky group had beaten the odds of one in 13,983,816.

It was Canada's greatest attack of lottery fever. There have been a few since then, including a $50 million prize in Canada's newest national lottery — Lotto Max. That was won by Marie and Kirby Fontaine of Sagkeeng First Nation, northeast of Winnipeg, in November 2009.
Those of us who do play the lottery — and approximately one-quarter of Canadians play weekly — have heard those odds many times before. Pay $2 and your odds of becoming a millionaire are approximately 1 in 14 million.

Your odds are even worse for winning Lotto Max. For $5, you buying a one in 28,633,528 chance at winning at least $15 million.

Those odds are so long that you are more likely to:

· Be killed in a terrorist attack while travelling (1 in 650,000).

· Die — during an average lifetime — of flesh-eating disease (1 in one million).

· Be killed by lightning (1 in 56,439).
You are three times more likely to be killed in a traffic accident driving 16 kilometres to buy your ticket than winning the jackpot.

In 2002, you were about 10 times more likely to die after being bitten by a poisonous snake or lizard than to win a Lotto 6/49 jackpot. Odds for the snakebite death are one in 1,241,661, according to the U.S. National Safety Council.

Want to increase your chances? Buy 50 tickets a week. You are very likely to win the jackpot at least once — in 5,000 years.

Say you're standing on a football field. You're blindfolded and holding a pin. A friend has released an ant on the field. Your chance of piercing that ant with your pin is about the same as winning a Lotto 6/49 jackpot. One in 14 million. Not exactly a sure bet.

You can increase your odds — for a price. You could try to buy enough tickets to cover all possible six number combinations, but at two bucks a shot, that comes out to $27,967,632.
Hardly seems worth the effort, even with the biggest jackpots, especially if two or three other people come up with the same idea.

Don Pister, spokesman for the Ontario Lottery and Gaming Commission, says there's no rule against it."Theoretically, you could try," Pister told CBCNews.ca. "But I don't think your tickets could be processed in time for the draw."Pister adds that when jackpots hit record territory, the bulk of sales tend to be recorded on the day of the draw, particularly in the afternoon.
South of the border, jackpots for the Powerball lottery have reached as high as $365 million. A group of eight workers at the ConAgra Foods plant in Lincoln, Neb., took home that prize in February 2006. The group opted to take their win in a lump sum payment rather than as annual payments. That reduced their win to $177.3 million — before taxes.
To play the Powerball lottery, you select numbers from two pools of numbers. You pick five numbers from a pool of 55 numbered balls. The sixth number — the Powerball — is picked from the second pool of 42 numbers.
Before April 2005, the first pool of numbers contained 53 balls. By adding two balls to that pool, the odds of winning decreased from around 1 in 120.5 million to 1 in 146.1 million. The longer odds meant fewer jackpot winners, which allowed the money to be carried over to the next draw, creating even bigger jackpots.
Mike Orkin, a professor of statistics at California State University, East Bay, and author of What are the odds?, describes the odds of winning the Powerball lottery this way:

"Let's say you have one friend in Canada, and you put everybody in Canada's name on pieces of paper, and put them in a giant hat and draw one out at random. Then, you are 2½ times more likely to pick your one friend's name than you are to win the Powerball jackpot if you buy a single ticket."

What we spend on lotteries
Albertans spend the least on government-run lotteries ($225 per household) while residents of Nova Scotia spend the most ($278 per household).
Among one-person households, men spend more than twice as much on gambling than women - $763 a year compared to $369 a year. In those one-person households, men between the ages of 45 and 64 are the biggest spending group ($881) in their gender, while women over the age of 65 spend more than any other group ($435) of their gender.

Source: Statistics Canada: Perspectives on Labour and Income: Gambling
Orkin notes that bigger jackpots drive higher ticket sales — but he says that won't improve an individual's chance of winning. It does, however, improve the odds that in that pool of ticket buyers, there will be a winning ticket.

Buying the first ticket will increase the chance to secure financial freedom. No ticket, no chance. One ticket, you've improved that to facing astronomical odds. Buying more than one ticket makes your chances a little less astronomical.

If you want to win big, consider taking that $10 a week you might spend on lottery tickets and investing it. After 35 years, you will be guaranteed $100,314.56 — if you get an eight per cent return on your investment. With a 10 per cent return, your weekly $10 would be worth a guaranteed $166,742.59. Make it $12 a week and at 10 per cent, you've squirrelled away $200,091.10 after 35 years. Again, guaranteed.

Of course, the whole equation goes out the window if you didn't join the office lottery pool - and you're the only one who shows up for work the day after the numbers are drawn.

What we spend on gambling, by income group
	After-tax income
	Average expenditure
	Expenditure as percentage of total income

	All Canadians
	$549
	0.8

	Less than $20,000
	$491
	3.6

	$20,000 to $39,999
	$539
	1.8

	$40,000 to $59,999
	$527
	1.1

	$60,000 to $79,999
	$555
	0.8

	$80,000 and over
	$618
	0.5


Source: Statistics Canada Survey of Household Spending
Gambling revenues and profits, Canada
	
	1992
	2005

	Gambling revenue
	$2.734 billion
	$12.984 billion

	Profits from gambling
	$1.68 billion
	$7.101 billion

	Gambling as share of total government revenue
	1.9%
	5.5%


Source: Statistics Canada
The Facts About The Lottery
From: http://www.saneok.org/files/Facts&Stats/LottoFacts.pdf

Fact 1: The Lottery Victimizes The Poor

· A California study revealed that 40% of lottery players are unemployed. (*ALCAP)

· In Maryland, the poorest 1/3 of the population buys 60% of the daily numbers tickets. (ALCAP)

· In Georgia, those who make less than $25,000 a year spend three times as much on lottery tickets than those who make $75,000 or more per year (*AFA)

· On the national average, lottery gamblers with household incomes under $10,000 dollars bet nearly 3 times as much on the lottery as those with incomes over $50,000. (*ERLC)

· A 1988 New Jersey study found that among lottery players with income of less than $10,000 per year, the average percentage of income spent on lottery tickets was almost 21%. (ERLC)

· In Massachusetts, individuals in the poorer cities of Worcester and Chelsea spent an average of $336 and $445, respectively, on lottery tickets in the early 1990s. Those in wealthier towns such as Weston and Amherst, spent an average of $30 and $42, respectively. (AFA)

· A University of Texas study found that players with a high school diploma or less spent more than $250 a year on the lottery. (AFA)

· In Michigan, a 1994 study in Detroit found that people with less than a high school diploma spend over five times more than those with a college degree spend. (AFA)

· In New Mexico, in 1996, three of its poorest counties ranked among the top-10 best-selling counties in lottery ticket sales. (AFA)

· A 1996 Virginia Lottery study found that 13% of those who purchased tickets said playing the lottery reduced the money they would normally spend on household expenses. (AFA)

· Economics Professor and lottery expert, Dr. Robert Goodman, says that after 3 to 5 years, many people stop playing the lottery because they can no longer afford it. (“The Luck Business,” by Dr. Robert Goodman)

Fact 2: The Lottery Exploits Persons Of All Ages

· In Texas, the Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse found that the introduction of a state lottery increased the number of adults who gambled by 40%. (AFA)

· Senior citizens are the fastest growing group of problem gamblers. In 1997 the state of Minnesota saw an increase of 200% in problem gambling among seniors.

· According to a 1995 survey in Florida, 72% of the senior citizen problem gamblers

· there said the source of their problem was the lottery. (AFA)

· When California legalized a state lottery in 1985, gambling among adolescents increased by 40%. (AFA)

· In lottery states, 1/3 of minors have illegally purchased tickets. (ALCAP)

· In Indiana, 65% of minors play the lottery. (ALCAP)

Fact 3: The Lottery Is A Sucker’s Bet

· The odds of winning the lottery are…

· 1 chance in 54 million (ERLC)

· The chance of winning a jackpot like the record-setting Powerball lottery that occurred in May, 1998 is 1 in 80 million!

· Compare this to your chances of experiencing some other incidents in life. You have…

· a 1 in 3 million chance of freezing to death

· a 1 in 2 million chance of being struck by lightning

· a 1 in 1 million chance of dying in the bath tub

· 1 chance in 700,000 of being killed by a dog

· 1 chance in 86,000 of dying from poisoning. (Baton Rouge Advocate)

· A lottery ticket buyer is…

· 5 times more likely to be eaten by a shark

· 6,000 times more likely to be hit by a car

· 500,000 times more likely to die in an airline crash (Seducing America: Is Gambling a Good Bet? By Rex M. Rogers)

Fact 4: The Lottery Is Bad For The Economy And Education

· According to the Georgia DHR, $221 million in tax dollars are spent annually on social costs directly related to the lottery.

· (Chilton County News)

· The average cost to society of one compulsive gambler is $13,200 a year. (AFA)

· The annual gambling-related cost of job loss, unemployment benefits, welfare benefits, poor physical or mental health, and gambling treatment is $5 billion. The lifetime cost would amount to $40 billion. This figure does not include costs of gambling-related incidents of theft, embezzlement, suicide, domestic violence, child abuse and neglect, and the non-legal costs of divorce. (ERLC)

· In 1998, almost 25% of all gambling in this country came from the purchase of lottery tickets. (ERLC)

· The lottery encourages people to gamble money that would otherwise be spent at pre-existing businesses. 

· In California, one entire chain of grocery stores quit selling lottery tickets after discovering the stores were losing $1 in food sales for every $1 in lottery tickets sold. (AFA)

· In 1998, the Second Circuit Court of Appeals said that if a state allows any Class III gambling activity (such as a lottery),

· Indian tribes can engage in all Class III gambling activities (full-blown casinos). (Montgomery Advertiser, Montgomery

· Alabama)

· States sell lotteries as a painless substitute for taxes and a way to raise money for education. But in 1996, an investigation by “Money” magazine revealed that lottery states collect more in taxes and spend less on schools than states without

· lotteries! (Money)
*AFA - Alabama Family Alliance

*ALCAP - Alabama Citizens Action Program

*ERLC - Ethics & Religious Liberties Commission

#4 Lotteries And Gaming

Parkdale Party Platform, Ontario:

We at The Parkdale Party believe that gaming, in all its forms, hurts the most vulnerable the most. Proceeds from gaming are nothing more than just another tax and those who can least afford it are hit the hardest. The marketing efforts of the Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporation (OLG) may fatten the Provincial coffers but this is not where we should be looking for increased tax revenues.

We will change the mandate of OLG from being an aggressive seller of “the dream life” to presenting gaming options to those who can afford to lose their money.

We will eliminate the growth of these taxes on the poor and the desperate. This is not where we want tax revenue growth to come from.

We will achieve this plan by stopping all OLG advertising after existing contracts expire. Eliminating advertising will result in administrative savings at OLG, which will help offset reduced revenues from this socially irresponsible tax.

Reducing spending on advertisements will gradually wean people off this addiction and leave a little more money in their pockets to buy other goods, resulting in more economic activity and recovery of tax revenues. We believe that it is socially responsible to take this action, as it will allow families to focus on earning their future as opposed to hoping beyond hope that they will hit the jackpot.

Don’t forget to use the Short Story- The Lottery Ticket! (
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